Safe OUTside the System: The SOS Collective
The Safe OUTside the System (SOS) Collective is an anti-violence program led by and for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Two Spirit, Trans, and Gender Non Conforming people of color. We are devoted to challenging hate and police violence by using community based strategies rather than relying on the police. 

Current Work

· Safe Neighborhood Campaign: The S.O.S. Collective organizes and educates local businesses and community organizations on how to stop violence without relying on law enforcement. Want to become a Safe Space? Interested in recruiting more Safe Spaces? Join us in stopping violence one Safe Space at a time!

· Save Starlite: Join us in fighting the eviction of one of our Safe Spaces the Starlite Lounge. The Starlite Lounge is the oldest, black owned, non-discriminating, gay-friendly bar in Brooklyn.

· Community Support: The S.O.S. Collective works to support LGBTSTGNC people of color survivors of police and hate violence in Central Brooklyn. From fundraising, to referrals, to outside of the system organizing strategies feel free to call on us for assistance.

· Reclaiming Safety: The Audre Lorde Project, CUAV, and several organizations around the country opposed the Matthew Shepard/James Byrd Act. We believe that sending more resources to law enforcement make us less safe instead of more. The S.O.S. Collective and Communities United Against Violence (CUAV) in San Francisco have been strategizing, organizing, and educating our communities to shift the national discussion on ending hate violence towards community led strategies.

History

· The Working Group on Police and State Violence (now SOS Collective) began in 1997 in response to a rash of street violence, repressive state violence tactics, an increase of police harassment, and brutality, and the “Quality of Life” policies of the Giuliani administration.

· In working to build a citywide movement, the WGPV participated in founding the Coalition Against Police Brutality (CAPB). With the other POC based organizations part of CAPB, the working group helped organized People’s Justice 2000, 41 days of action in the wake of Diallo and Louima, and annual Racial Justice Day (RJD) events, where the families of those who have been brutalized and killed at the hands of the NYPD raise their voices and demand justice.

· In our work, we have also taken on cases of community members, such as Jalea Lamot, a trans woman who, along with her family, was brutalized and arrested in her home by the NYCHA police.

· In addressing the broader issues of State Violence, we have collaborated with other POC organizations both citywide and nationally (TWW-Peace Action Coalition and Racial Justice 911, respectively) in response to post September 11th government policies and practices.

· We also held two War Against Terror Meetings, which worked to build and make visible an analysis of how homophobia and trans-phobia are cornerstones of the right wing agenda. And that this agenda is responsible for the repressive practices the “war on terror” and how LGBTSTGNC people are impacted on a daily basis.

· The WGPV also helped coordinate Operation Homeland Resistance, a civil disobedience after the invasion of Iraq, which connected oppressive tactics at home to imperialist war of aggression abroad.

------

Open Letter to LGBTST Communities Opposing War
January 27, 2003
As Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Two Spirit, and Transgender (LGBTST) organizations and individuals of conscience in the U.S., we stand in opposition to the strategies, policies and practices of the U.S. government's "War on Terrorism". While the U.S. government prepares for an escalated, public and pre-emptive war against Iraq -- and declares the doctrine of pre-emptive military strikes central to the national security strategy of the U.S. -- we call on LGBTST communities to join with other peace-seeking communities in opposing war, and struggling for peace with justice. As residents in this country, we recognize our special responsibility to speak and act out against unjust and immoral U.S. government action (both within and outside the borders of this country).

This "War on Terrorism" will not create safety or security for people within the U.S. or elsewhere. It is an umbrella term that encompasses many unjust and dangerous strategies intended to silence dissent, while entrenching U.S. power throughout the world. The “War on Terrorism” is in reality a permanent strategy for flexible war, where: 1) targets outside and within the US change; 2) the US acts as a global police chief, judge, jury, and executioner -- operating unilaterally whenever international consensus can not be arranged, and seeking to entrench its position as the only global superpower; 3) communities and individuals that are most marginalized within this country are faced with accelerated and deepened economic, social and political attacks; and 4) legitimate grief for those whose lives were lost on 9/11/01 is transmuted by the war machine into a permanent climate of fear, suspicion, and hatred.

Why This Is an LGBTST Issue

As Audre Lorde and others have said, we believe that "there is no such thing as a single-issue struggle because we do not live single-issue lives." Members of our communities and our loved ones have experienced the following since the launch of the "War on Terrorism" more than a year ago:

· Increased violence. The strategy and rhetoric of the "War on Terrorism" creates and relies on a culture of hate, resulting in increased violence against communities of color, immigrants, women, LGBTST people and others. Over the past year, this violence has included domestic violence and hate violence.

· Re-institutionalization of racial profiling. Racial profiling has been re-affirmed as policy and practice – in spite of a growing national consensus against it just before 9/11/01.

· De-prioritization of human needs and social programs (incl. HIV/AIDS, education, housing, welfare and other health & human services), to support increased military and so-called "security" spending. Conservative estimates of war with Iraq project costs at between $60 billion and $100 billion.

· Increasing militarization of the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS). This has resulted in massive abuses of human and due process rights, including: disappearances, secret detentions on the basis of no evidence, deportations, and chilling new "special" registration procedures that are justified by, and further institutionalize racial, religious, and cultural stereotyping. These measures all serve to support expansion of a profit-making prison-industrial complex.

· Political surveillance and attacks on human/civil rights through mechanisms enabled by federal and local so-called "anti-terrorist" legislation (e.g. USA Patriot Act and Homeland Security Act). This has included re-building dangerous public and now-legal surveillance strategies that echo the disgraceful COINTELPRO policies and abuses of an earlier era.

We continue to mourn the lives lost on 9/11/01. We also mourn the lives lost to U.S. military action and economic sanctions in countries including Afghanistan and Iraq -- and that certainly will be lost elsewhere as the doctrine of pre-emption is implemented. We seek to prevent the loss of thousands of more lives in unjust, immoral wars that will only widen the spiral of retaliatory violence.

Politicians will try to sell these wars as U.S. missions of "liberation." But we know that militarism and war rely on and promote many forms of oppression -- including homophobia, transphobia, sexism, and racism. As LGBTST people, we know what it means to be targets of hate and violence. We understand what it means to be scapegoated. We believe that the ever-changing targets of the U.S. government's “War on Terrorism” simply provide a permanent and unending list of scapegoats – distracting all of us from the challenging and necessary task of building communities and a world based on principles of peace, justice, self-determination and human dignity.

With care and respect, we call on LGBTST organizations and communities to join national and local coalitions to struggle for peace with justice -- and actively and creatively oppose U.S. policies and actions of military/economic/political aggression and war.

Originators

The Audre Lorde Project (ALP). ALP is a Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Two Spirit and Transgender People of Color center for community organizing, focusing on the New York City area. Through mobilization, education and capacity-building, we work for community wellness and progressive social and economic justice. Committed to struggling across differences, we seek to responsibly reflect, represent and serve our various communities.

LGBT Program, Community Relations Unit, American Friends Service Committee. The American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) is a Quaker organization that includes people of various faiths who are committed to social justice, peace, and humanitarian service. Its work is based on the Religious Society of Friends (Quaker) belief in the worth of every person and faith in the power of love to overcome violence and injustice.

